A comparison of the lectin-binding properties of glycoconjugates from a range of Leishmania species.
Constituent glycoconjugates of promastigotes of 14 different Leishmania strains from 6 different species were separated by sodium dodecyl sulphate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE) and subsequently stained with 14 125I-labelled lectins of different specificities. Autoradiography of the gels revealed lectin-specific glycoproteins and other glycoconjugates of known molecular weight. Similarities and differences in antigens and glycoproteins present in the strains are described. The possibility of identification or characterisation of Leishmania species from their electrophoretic behaviour and lectin-binding patterns is unlikely, but these results should be an aid to purification of glycoconjugates from particular strains by lectin-affinity chromatography.